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SERMONS fur divers Textes de 
’Ecriture Sainte. Par CHARLES 
BERTHEAU, Pafteur de l’Eg- 
life Francoife de Londres. A 
Amfterdam, chez les Freres Cha- 
telain. MDCCXILI. 


That is, SERMONS upon feveral 
Texts of the Scripture. By CHARLES 
BERTHEAU, Miunifter of the 
French Church in London. Am- 
fterdam. 1712. in 8vo0. Pagg. 346. 


HIS Volume confifts of Ten Ser- 
mons no lefs Solid than Eloquent, 

I. The firft runs upon a Subje& hard. 

ly touched upon by any other Preacher. 
Mr. Bertheau 
after News like a gy «Fe II. The fecond 
was preached on a New-year's-day , upon 
thefe Words, 2 Cor. 1V. 18. While we look 
wet at thethings which are feen, but at the things 
which are mot feen: For the things which are 
feen. are temporal ; but the things which are 
mvt feen are eternal. III. The third concerns 
the Origin of Errors. IV. In the fourth, the 
Author treats of a geod Confeience. V. In 
the fifth , of the SatisfaGion of Fefus Chrift. 
VI. The fixth is an excellent Difcourfe con- 
cerning Charity towards the Poor, VII. 


ews, How a Man may enquire 


The Vielation of one fingle Commandment makes 
the Subject of the Seventh Sermon. VIIT. 
In the next, Mr. Bertheax fhews wherein the 
Contentment of « Chrifiien ought to confit, 
IX. Averice, and its pernicious Confequen- 
ces, are admirably defcribed in the Ninth. 
X. The Author undertakes to prove in the 
laft Sermon, the Divinity of the Chriftian Rim 
ligion from its Eftablifhment and Propagation. 
The Readers will doubtlefs expe& from 
me that I fhould give an Account of the 
firft Sermon ; and therefore I fhall enlar 
upon it. The Text pitch’d upon by the 
Author is taken from 44. XVII. 21. For af 
the Athenians and Strangers which were there, 
Spent their time in nothing elfe, but either to sell 
or 80 bear {ome new thing. Mc. Bertheas finds 
a great Refemblance between Athens and 
London. ‘“‘ Athens (fays he) was reforted to 
“ by all forts of Nations, by Men of all 
“ Conditions, Profeffions , and Chara&ers. 
“ Ships failed thither from all Parts of the 
** World , and brought in immenfe Riches, 
‘“* which were exported into foreign Coun. 
“ eries by a Multitude of wealthy Merch. 
“ ants. Athens was the Seat of an Auguft 
“« Senate, inferior to that of Reme only in 
‘* Majelty, and fuperior to it in Merit, 
“ Learning, and Capacity. Athens was fre. 
“ guented by all forts of Men of Letters, 
‘* Mathematicians, Civilians, Poets, Philo- 
“ fophers, Orators , as being the Oracle of 
‘* thelwhole World, the Fountain of Juftice, 
‘* and the Center of true Wit and good 
“ Tafte. That prodigious Number of 
‘* Men, who lived an eafy and idle Life, 
“ made it their Bufinefs to enquire after 
: m * News 
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“ News, in order to fatisfy their Curiofity, 
“ and to have Matter for Converfation. 
‘‘ This Defcription points out the City 
“ wherein we live. Its Siruation and Great- 
“ nefs, the Number of its Inhabitants, 
“ Wealth, Wit, Learning , every thing is 
*¢ alike, and in a much higher Degree , and 
“ muft needs produce a defire of News, 
‘* infeparable from great Cities. Small 
“ Towns are only taken up with inconfide- 
‘* rable News: What pafles among the 
“ Neighbours , and in private Families , 
“ makes the commion Subje& of their Con- 
* verfation : Rafh Judgments, Slanders, and 
“ fcandalous Reports are frequent among 
“ them. But great Cities enquire after 
“ great News : They difcourfe about States, 

Religions, Wars , Negotiations, Naviga- 
** tion and Trade. You are fenfible of it: 
“ Every body runs after News ; every Body 
“ is fond of them, efpecially at this criti- 
“cal Time. A great War, and the greateft 
“ Controverfy that ever was debated, fill 
“‘ up the Minds of the People, and keep 
“ them in a continual Agitation. 

This moved the Author to preach upon 
that Subject. He does not blame thofe who 
enquire about News: His only Defign is to 
fhew how their Curiofity may be re€ified, 
and direéted to its true end. Mr. Berthean 
divides his Difcourfe into Two Parts. In 
the firft, he gives.a lively Defcription of all 
the Reafons that make People fo fond of 
News. In the fecond, he undertakes to 
fhew that the good of Religion, and the 
Glory of God ought to be the Defign of fuch 
an Enquiry. 


I. 1. Men enquire after News out of 
Idlene{s, to amufe themfelves, and to pafs 
away the time which lies heavy upon them. 
Time, tho never fo precious, tho the lofs of 
ut be irreparable, is lefs minded than any 
thing elfe. Ir is fuch an intolerable Bur- 
then, that moft People cannot bear it. They 
grow weary of themfelves ; and to get out 
of fuch a troublefome Solitude , they have 
recourfe to Vifits, Gaming, Feafting, and 
Intrigues ; but above all, they hunt about 
after News. This was the peculiar Chera- 
&er of the Athenians. The grave Men of 
their Nation ufed to tell them ina reproach. 
ful Manner, that they fat in publick Places, 
under Portice’s, and in the publick Baths, to 
fee People go by, and enquire for News, 
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The greateft of their Orators, in order ty 
raife their Attention about an important Af. 
fair, relating to the State , exprefled himfcig 
in noother Words but thefe : Gentlemen, 1 
only beg of you that you would be as intent upom 
what | am to fay, as you are upon News. The 
thing went fo far, that it was found neceffj. 
ry to appoint a new fort of Magiftrates, in 
order to take Cognizance of idle People, 
who inftead of minding their own Affairs, 
made it their only Bufinefs to enquire about 
other Men’s Concerns. 

2. Men are fond of News out of Curiofiy, 
It is the prevailing Paflion of Mankind, 
What will not req. do ? It foars up in. 
to. Heaven to take its Dimenfions: It dives 
into the Bottom of the Earth to find out 
what lies in its Bowels: It goes back as far 
as the remoteft Ages : It anticipates the time 
to come, and undertakes to know the Seafons, 
which the Father hath put in his own Power, 
But Curiofity is generally taken up with the 
prefent time. Men are chiefly intent upon 
the Hiftory of their Age: They defire to 
know what happens in States and Empires, 
and all chofe Things wherein they are nearly 
concerned. Such was the Curiofity of the 
Athenians, with refpe& to the Chriftian Re. 
ligion: They enquired about it, only to 
know what it was, and to have a Notion of 
a new Se& which appeared upon the Stage 
of the World. 

3. Men enquire afrer News out of Hanity,, 
and to get a Reputation by it. Some pre- 
tend to forefee future Events by a fort of 
political Penetration ; by deep Refleétions 
upon the Reafons of Scate , the Interefts of 
Princes, and the prefent Pofture of Affairs ;. 
and by the Countenance of the Minifters. 
They judge from their Look, that there 
will be a great Alteration; and one would 
think from their myfterious way of {peaking, 
that they know more of it than they are 
willing to tell. Others pretend to have 
their News from the beft Hands: They ne- 
ver mention any body but Men of the 
greateft Quality ; and intimate , chat they 
know the Cabinet-Secrets by a particular 
Correfpondence with the Minifters. Others 
are contented to give anice Turn to their 
News, and to adorn them with fome re- 
markable Circumftances, whereby a matter 
of Fa& is entirely difguifed, and becomes a 
perfe& Romance. This is a new fort of 

Merit... 
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Merit, and, as it were, a new Profeffion, 


ed by Pride and Vanity. 

fop Pe Many A apt to tell News merely out 
of Malice. They take delight in tragical E- 
vents: They love to hear that Towns have 
been ranfack’d, whole Provinces laid wafte, 
and great Armies entirely routed : Their 
only Aim in telling difmal News, is to fatif- 

their illhumour. ‘“‘ This is not a chime- 
“« vical Notion, ( fays the Author): ’Tis 
“ but too true that we daily fee Men of 
“ that Chara&ter. This Sermon would be- 
‘* come a Satyr , fhould I undertake to give 
“ 4 more particular Defcription of them. 

5. A Spirit of Fafion prompts Men to 
enquire after News. Hence it is that they 
believe or deny, publifh or fupprefs, enlarge 
or extenuate them, oe to the Party 
wherein they are engaged. If they main- 
tain a good Caufe , they wrong it by their 
indifcreet Zeal, and a peremptory Decifion 
of Things chat are above them, contrary to 
the Precept of the Apoftle: We defire that 
you would live peaceably , and mind your own 
Affairs, and that you would work with your own 
Hands. If they are engaged in a bad Caufe, 
and in a Faftion again{t the State; they en- 
quire after News fo increafe the Number of 
the Malecontents, to blow up Sedition , to 
break the. Correfpondence between the So- 
vereign and the Subjeéts , and confequently 
to deltroy Liberty, and bring a whole Nati- 
on into Trouble and Confufion. 

6. Men are fond of News out of a Prin- 
ciple of Interef#. This isan effe& of Trade 
in al! great Towns ; but it appearsno where 
fo fenfibly as in this great City , and the 
neighbouring Place %, that general Meet- 
ing of all forts of Merchants. ‘“* When I 
“ go through it, ( fays the Author,) it feems 
“tome to be the Throne of Mammon, 
“ where Self-intereft aéts a thoufand diffe- 
“ ‘vente Parts, and ufes all manner of Tricks 
“to reprefent Things otherwife than they 
are ; where every body ftrives to grow 
“ rich at the Coft of his Neighbour. hat 
is the great Spring of fo much Covetouf- 
“ nefs? What fort of Skill do they ufe to 
alter the Courfe of the Change ; to cry 
down Commodities or make them cur- 
rent, to raife or fink the publick Funds ? 
By what Contrivance do they buy and 


—— 
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“¢ fell, make and unmake Bargains, withou® 
“a real Fund, and by Virtue of an imzgi™ 
“ nary Trade? Such a Contrivance is * 
** piece of News cunningly whifpered about; 
“a matter of Fa& falfly afferted by fome 
“ Perfdns appointed for that Purpofe; a 
“ mere Probability given out as an undenia- 
“* ble Truth ; a panick Fear, or a vain Con- 
“* jeGure craftily made ufe of. The State 
‘* “flourifhes or finks ; we beat the Enemy, 
or we are beaten ; we take or lofe Ships ; 
in a word, the publick Affairs appear 
** with a thoufand different Faces , to raife 
or to deftroy the Fortune of fome private 
‘* Perfons. 

7. Men enquire for News out of Impati« 
ence to know the good Succefs which they 
expect, or the Contequences of a fad event. 
A good Chriftian fhould rely upon God for 
the Welfare and Profperity of the State. As 
for Evils, he fhould confider that they will 
come but too foon, without preventing them 
by early Refie&ions. 

But fuch is the Impatience of fome Men, 
that they grow uneafy, if their Curiofity is 
not immediately fatisfied. They expec to 
hear of a Blow , before it be ftruck: They 
feem to prefcribe Laws to Providence , and 
to require from God that he fhould fo far 
comply with their Defires , as to produce a 
at Event , whenever they think it necef- 

ary. 

Hi Mr. Bertheaw obferves that the Arheni« 
ans enquired after News out of Superfition. 
Tho they were the politeft People in the 
World, their Religion was abfurd and ridi- 
culous: Their Bigotry went fo far as to a- 
dopt the Deities and the Errors of the 
three Partsof the known World. Hence ic 
is that they called St. Paul a Babbler, and 
Jaughed at the DoGtrine of that Holy Apo- 
ftle. The Author makes fome other Obfer. 
vations upon this Head. I proceed to the 
fecond Part of this Sermon , wherein he 
fhews how « Man may enquire after News like 
Chriftian. | 


II. 1. We thould do it, fays he, for the 
Good of the Church, and the Propagation 
of the Gofpel. We are very careful to en~ 


quire about our Fa€tors, and our Compa- 
nies: We defire to know whether the Eaftern 
Kings are at War among themfelves, or with 
us: But we neverask whether there are any 
Minifters inthofe Countries; whether they 
Mm 2 mak:. 
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make any. Progrefs in the Converfion of In- 
fidels ; bel the latter are dyeelnd to 
receive the Chriftian DoGtrine. ‘Lhis gives 
the Author occafion to fhew with what 
Zeal the Reman Catholicks endeavour to 
enlarge the Pale of their Church, He wi- 
fhes che Proteftants would exprefs the fame 
Ardor for ets | Holy ees. 2 88 ray i 
the Society for the Propagation of the Chrifian 
Faith to foeceed in fuch a pious Undertak- 
ing. 

: Mr. Berthbeau adds, in the fecond Place, 
that one oughe to enquire after News , in 
order to baffle the Defigns of Hereticks, and 
to keep up Orthodoxy. He enlarges 
upon this Head, and commends the 
Zeal of the ancient Church for preferving 
the vase of the Chriftian Faith. ‘‘ In the 
“* cime of Arius ( fays be) the Eaffern Chur- 
“ ches fent Deputies, like fo many Holy 
‘* Spies , fuch as St, Athanafius and Paul of 
** Conflantinople , to enquire about the Do- 
“ &rine of the Weffern Churches. The lat- 
* ter fent other Meffengers in their turn, 
 fuch as St. Hilary and Palching Vercellenfis, 
“« co know the true State of the Eaffern Chur- 
“ches. Thus a found Doftrine was care- 
‘* fully preferved, and difperfed all over the 
“ Chriftian World by the Zeal of the Bi- 
*' fhops and their Canonical Epiftles ”’. 

3. A Chriftian ought to enquire after 
News for the good of the Church, in order 
to prevent the Evils with which fheis threat- 
ened, or to promaee her Happinefs. One 
may judge of her Welfare from the preteat 
Pofture of Affairs, and the bloody Defigns 
of her Enemies. The Author fhews how 
Jefus Chrift blames the Pherifees for not 
minding the publick Tranfaétions, by which 
they might have forefeen the great Calami.- 
ties of the Jewifh Church. Laftly, Mr. Ber. 
theau obferves that all pious Chriftians ought 
co make ufe of News with a defign to haften 
thofe happy Times, in which the Church 
will enjoy a lafting Peace, and continue in 
a flourifhing State upon Earth. 

I thould be very giad to give an Account 
of the following Sermons; but I could not 
do it to my Satisfa&tion wirhout running in- 
to an exceflive Length, I fhall therefore 
conclude with this Obfervation , That the 
following Difcourfes are full of folid 
Thoughts and judicious Reflexions , and 
plainly thew that che Author is juftly ac. 
counted an excellent Preacher, 
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IL 


A CRUISING VOYAGE round the 
World: Firft to the South-Seas, thence 
to the Eaft-Indies, and homeward; 
by the. Cape of Good Hope. Be- 
gunin 1708. and finifhed' in w711, 
Containing a Fournal of all the res 
markable Tran{attions; particularly, 
of the taking of Puna and Guiaquil, 
of the. Acapulco Ship, and: other 
Prizes; an Account of Alexander 
Selkirk’s living alone Four Years and 
Four, Months. in an Iflands and. 4 
brief Def{cription of feveral Countries 
in our Court noted for Trade, efpeci- 
ally in the South-Sea, With Maps 
‘of all the Coaft, from the beft Spa- 
nifh Manufcript. Draughts. And.an. 
Introdu tion rehashing to the South-Sea 
Trade, By Captain WOODES 
ROGERS, Commander in. 
chief in this Expedition, with. the 
Ships Duke and Dutchefs of Bri- 
ftol. London, Printed for A. Bell 
at the Crofs-Keys and Bible in Corn- 
hil, and B. Lintott at the Crofs- 
Keys between the Two Temple-Gates , 
Fleetftreet. MDCCXII. i 8v0. 
pagg. 21. 428, and 56. 


] Don’t dcfign to enlarge upon this Book, 
becaufe I have already given an Account 
of the fame Voyage publithed by Captain 
Cooke. But fhould I; fay nothing of it pI 
fhould be guilty of a confiderable Omiffion. 
The Readers will find in this Volume many 
Obfervations not to be met with in Captain 
Cooke's Relation: And as the Curious bought 
Sir George Wheeler's and Dr. Spon’s Travels, 
tho’ publithed by Two Fellow-Travellers ; 
thofe who are provided with Captain Cooke's 
Voyage, will alfo buy that of Captain Re 


gers » tho they failed round the World toge- 
ther. 


The Author gives us, among other things, 
a larger Account of Alexander Selkirk’s wos 
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rs and Four Months in a defart 
Co tis Relation of Batevia is drawn 
vp with great Judgment; and the whole 
Book is interfperfed: with feveralb Obfervati- 
ons that are worth reading. ¥ fhall only in- 
fert Two or Phree. — 

1. Captain. Rogers informs us, that he 
found in one of the. Spanifh Prizes taken in 
the South Sea, “ near Five Hundred Bales of 
“ Pope’s Bulls, Sixteen Reams in a Bale. 
“ This took up abundance of room in the 
“ Ship, ——_——Thefe Bulls-are impofed upon 
“% the People, and fold here: by the Clergy 
‘+ from Three Ryals-to Fifty Pieces of Bight 
“ gpiece, according to the Ability of the 
« Purchafer. Once in Two Years they are 
“ vated, and all the People obliged to buy 
“them againft Lent- They cannot be read, 
“ the Print looking worfe than any of our 
‘‘ old Ballads; yet the Vulgar are made to 
“ believe it’s a Mortal Sin to eat Flefh in 


“ Lent , without being licenfed- by one of 


“ thefe Bulls, the Negro Slaves not being 
“exempted. This is one of the greate 
“ Branches of Income the King of Spain 
“ has in this Country, being: a free Gift 
‘* from the Pope to him, as the. Spaniards 
“ and Natives told us.”. 

2, ‘' We found aboard the Galeon ( taken 
‘* in the South-Sea) a great Quantity of 
“Bones in fmall Boxes, ticketed with the 
‘« Names of Romifb Saints, fome of which 
‘“ had been dead Seven or Bight Hundred 
“ Years; withan infinite Number of ‘brafs 
‘ Medals, Croffes, Beads, and Crucifixes, 
“ Religious Toys in Wax, Images of Saints 
“ made of all Sorts of Wood , Stone, and 
“ other Materials, I: believe in al] near 
“ Thirty Tun, witha Hundred and Fifty 
‘““ Boxes of Books‘ in Spanijfh, Latin, &c. 
“‘ which would take up much more Stow- 
‘age than Fifty Tung of other Goods. 
“ All this came from Italy, and moft from 
“ Rome, defigned for the Jefuits of Peru; 
‘* but being of fmall. Value to us, we con. 
“ tented our felves to take only a Sample of 
“* moft Sorts to fhew our Friends in England, 
‘* and left che reft'™ © | | 

I fthall occafionally® infert here in a few 
Words what I have feen in‘ao Apartment of 
the Vatican. ‘When’ I) came “into thé firft 
Room, I found in it feveral Bernardins , 
whofe Privilege it is to make 4gnus Dei, and 
other things of that Nature. They were all 
Very bufy about their Worki: Some were 





kneading the Pafte ; others rolled it; others. 
ftamped it, oc. In the nexe Rooms, I faw 
Jong Tables fall of guus Dei of all Sizes, 
ready made and heaped up to a confiderable 
Height: Their Number was prodigious, 
Thofe Agnas Dei are conveyed’ from. thence 
into all Popifh Countries. 

3. Captain Rogers having mentioned a 
Miracle wrought in the Cathedral Church 
of Lima, which was either a Trick #%€ or a 
Lie, makes this Reflexion upon it, “ B 
‘** chis we may fee how the Belief of thofe 
“* falfe Miracles, by the Canning of the 
** Romifh Clergy in thefe Parts, obtains Cre. 
“ dic among thofe Men, who are not fo ea- 
“ fily impofed on in their wordly Affairs. 

———-Before. this, when I heard fuch- 
Stories, I took em to have been invented: 
““ merely to. ridicule the Romanifis ; but’ 
“- when I heard fuch filly Stories related by 
** Bight grave Men, of a handfome Appeare- 
“ance and good Reputation amongft the- 

Spaniards, | was convinced of the Ignes. 
- rance-and'Credulity of the Papifts.”’. 


«<< 
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Ill. 


PHILOSOPHICAL RefleGions, occa. 


fioned by forme Letters publifhed’ at: 
Trevoux in 1703. By Mr. LEIB- 
NITZ. 


| Have faid in my Effys pags so. that It 
fhould be glad to fee the Demontftrations:: 
quoted by Mr. Bayle, and contained in the, 
Fifth and Sixth Letters printed at Trevoux ins 
1703. Father Desbefiis has been pleafed to» 
communicate to me the Sixth Lecter, where. 
in the Author undertakes to thew in a Geos. 
metrical Method , that God is the only true: 
Gaufe of every thing that is real; and the- 
reading of that Letter has confirmed me in» 
my Opinion mentioned in the place above: 
pei viz, that this Propofition may be: 
tyue in a very good Senfe, God being the: 





— “er 


HM The Readers will find in the Ut Volume of} 
thefe Memoirs , a Curious Account of a ana 
ded Miracle wrought in the Cathedral of Dublin» 
under the Reign of Queen-Elizabeth, 


only, 
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only Caufe of pure and abfolute Realities, 


or of Perfeftions: But if Limitations, or 


Privations, be included under the Word 
Realities, it may be faid that the Second 
Caufes concur to the Produ&tion of what is 
limited ; otherwife God would be the Caufe, 
and even the only Caufe of Sin. I-am apt 
to think, that the Learned Author of this 
Letter does not very much differ from me, 
tho he feems to include all Modalities under 
the Realities of which he fays that God is 
the only Caufe; for I believe he will not 
aflert, that God is the Caufe and the Author 
of Sin. Nay, he.explains himfelf in fuch a 
manner, that he feems to overthrow his Af- 
fertion, and to afcribe a true Operation to 
Creatures. For in the Confirmation of the 
Ejghth Corollary of his Second Propofition, 
he has thefe Words. The watural Motion of 
the Soul, tho determined in it felf, is indetermi- 
ned with refpel to Objects; for it is the Love 
of Good im general. By the Notion of goed, 
which appears in particular Objedts, that Motion 
becomes particular, and is determined with ne~ 
Spelt to thofe Objetts ; and therefore as the 
Mind bas the Power of diverfifying its Ideas, it 
amay alfo change the determinations of its Love. 
To that end there uw mo need that it fheuld yield 
to the Power of God, or oppofe his Operation. 
Thofe Determinations of Motion towards particu- 
lar ObjeHs ave not imvincible ; and because they 
are not invincible, the Mind is free, and has the 
Power of changing them ; but after af, fuch a 
Change is an Effett of the Motion which it con- 
flantly receives from God. 

According to my way of exprefling my 
felf, I would have faid chat the Perfettion, 
which attends the A&tion of a Creature, pro- 
ceeds from God ; that the Limitations to be 
found init are a Confequence of the Origi- 
nal Limitation , and of the preceding Limi- 
tations in the Creature ; and that the fame 
ought to be faid ‘not only of Spiritual Be. 
ings, but alfo of all orher Subftances, which 
for that Reafon concur to the Change that 
happens in them: For the Determination 
mentioned by the Author, is nothing elfe 
but a Limitation, 

Thus any one who perufes the Demon- 
ftrations or Corollaries of that Letter, may 
grant or deny moft of the Author's Afferri- 
ons, according as they may be explained. 
For if by the Word Reality he only means 
Perfeétions or pofitive Realities, God is the 
only true Caufe of them; but if Limitati- 
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ons are included under Realities, one may 
deny a great part.of his Pofitions , ‘and the 
Author himfelf bas:fet us che Example; 

To make che thing more intelligible, J 
inftanced in my Effay upon a laden Boat 
which the Stream carries away the more 
flowly , as itis more laden. ’Tis plain that 
the Stream is the Caufe of what is pofitive 
in that Motion, of the Perfe&ion, Force, 
and Swiftnefs of the Boat; bur the Lading 
is.che Caufe of the ReftriGion of that Force, 
and occafions the Slownefs, 

It is a commendable thing to apply the 
Method of Geometricians to Metaphyfical 
Subjects ; but it muft be confefs'd, that few 
Authors have fucceeded in it; and erhaps 
Déefcartes, notwithftanding his great Ability, 
was never more unfucce(sful, than when he 
went about it in one of his Anfwers to the 
Obje&ions raifed againft him. One may 
have a better Succefs in Mathematicks, be. 
caufe Numbers, Figures, and Calculations, 
fupply the Defeéts concealed in Words; but 


io Metaphyficks, wherein we are deprived 


of fuch a Help, (at leaft in our common 
way of arguing,) fuch a Defeét fhould be 
fupplied by clofe Arguments, and exa& De- 
finitions of Words; but neither of them 
appears in fuch Performances. 

The Author of the Letter difcovers a 
great Quicknefs and Penetration; but he 
goes fometimes a little too faft , as when he 
pretends to prove that, there is as much Re. 
ality and Force in Reft as.in‘Motion. He 
fays in the Fifth Corollary, of the Fifth Pro- 
pofition, that che Will is not lefs pofitive 
when at reft, than when it is in Motion, 
and that ie is equally invincible in thofe 
Two States. Let it be fo: But does it fol- 
low from thence that there is as much Reali- 
ty and Force in the one as in the.orher? I 
don’t fee that, Confequence ; and by. rhe fame 
Argument one might as well, prove, that 
there is as much Force in a weak Motion as 
in a {trong one. When God will have 4 
Body to be at Reft, he will have that Body 
to be in A, where it was immediately be- 
fore ; and to that end we need only) fuppofe 
that, no Reafon moves him toa ‘Change. 
But, afterwards when God will have t 
Body to be in B,, there muft be a new Rea~ 
fon, whereby he is determined to will.that 
it fhould be in B, and not in C,, or in any 
other place, and that it fhould be there more 
or lefs quickly: Ic is from thofe Realons a 

oas 
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+ Will that we ought to judge of the 
Gets and Reality of Things. The Author 
does frequently mention the Will of God. 
but he feldom mentions the. Reafons which 


determine his Will, from which every thing | 


depends: Thofe Reafons are.taken from the 
bjetts. 
OToblerve that the Second Corollary of the 
Firft Propofition is true, but not weil pro- 
ved. The Author affirms, that if God 
fhould ceafe to will that a Being fhould ex- 
ift, that Being would no longer exift; and 
he proves it thus. Demonfiration. What ex- 
ifts only by the Will of Gos, ceafes to exift affoon 
as that Will ceafes. ( But this ought to be 
roved. The Author endeavours to do it 
by adding ) Take away the Caufe, you take 
away the Effet: ( This Maxim fthould have 
been inferted among the_ Axioms fet down 
in the Beginning ; but ic falls out unluckily 
that this Axiom may be reckon'd among 
thofe Philofophical Rules liable to many 
Exceptions: ) But by the foregoing Propofition, 
and its firft Corollary, no Being exifis but by the 
Will of God; their's &c. 

There is fome Ambiguity in thefe Words, 
Nothing exifts but by the Will of God. If the 
Author means that things begin to exift on- 
ly by thac Will, he rightly builds upon the 
resets Propofitions, Buc if he means 
that the Exiftence of Things is always a 
Confequence of the Will of God, he fup- 
poles what is in Queftion. He fhould 
therefore have proved at firft, that the Ex. 
iftence of Things depends upon the Will of 
- God, and that it is not a mere Effe& of, but 
alfo a Dependance upon that Will, in, pro- 

ortion to the Perfection that is init. This 

eing laid down, it will appear that things 
do not lefs depend upon the Will of God 
os their Exiftence than in the Beginning 
of it. 

Notwithftanding what has been faid, 1 
acknowledge that the Author's Letter is fine 
and worth reading, and that it contains ma- 
ny true and Excellent Notions, provided it 
be underftood in the Senfe above-mentioned. 
This Sore of Arguments may ferve as an 
Introdu@tion to more fublime Meditations. 
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THE ANCIENT and Prefent State. 
of Glocéftérfhire, By Sir RO~ 
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BERT ATKYNS. London: 
Printed by William Bowyer for 
Robert Gofling at the Mitre , near 
the Inner-Temple Gate, in Fleet- 
{treet.. 1712. In Folio, pagg. 859. 


HIS Hiftery of Gloceferftire is a 

pave Work;:and all the Materials of 
which ie confifts, could not be colleéted and’ 
difpofed in a proper Order without a pro- 
digious Labour, and a great deal of Indu- 
ftry. The Author gives us, in the Firft 
place , an Hiftorical Account of the feveral ' 
Religious Foundations in Glocefterfbire, and 
of the Ancient Conftitytion of the Civil 
State. 

In the next place, he treats of the Couns 
ty in general, and then of the City df Gi 
ceffer, and proceeds to the particular Paris 
fhes, obferving the following Method in his 
Account of each of them. ° 

1. He thews in what Hundred each Pariffi 
lies, and-its Diftance from the Two next 
Market-Towns,,. and from the City of G/o+ 
cefter. 

2. He mentions the Miforical Antiquities 
of eich place. Whatever is in Doom/day- 
Book reiating to Glocefterfbire, is to be found 
in the feveral Parifhes ; and in many of them 
the immediate Succeflion of Proprietors of 
Maanors, is fet down for Six.or Seven 
Hundred Years. The Author gives alfo an 
Account of the Religious Houtes to whicit 
the Churches and Impropriations, and ex- 
empted Tythes did belong. 

3. Sir Robert Arkyns gives the Names of 
the Lords of Mannors, and a-Geneslogica? 
Hiftory of their Families. 

4. In. the next place, the Readers will. 
find to what Deanryeach Parifh belongs. 

s. The next Article contains the Value 
of each Living, the Names of the Patrons 
and of the Incumbents , ever fince the Re- 
formation, and the Value.of Impropriations 
and exempted Tythes.. 

6. The Sixth Article is am Account of ‘the 
Ficft Fruits, Tenths, and other Charges-or 
the Church, that the Clergy may be informs 
ed what they ought ro pay at their Batrance; | 
and Continuance in their Benefices. 

7. The Author gives the Dimenfions-of'' 
the Churches, : 

8. He defcribes the Monuments tobe: 
found ia cach of them.. 
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9. He enumerates the charitable Gifts 
above Twenty Pounds, that have been be- 
{towed upon each Parifh, and does very 
much recommend the Practice of Charity. 
‘© Multitude of Prayers and Sermons, fays 
“ be, tho Excellent in their own Nature, 
“ and abfolutely neceflary to true Piety, 
“ yee without the Fruit of good Works , 
“ they are but Fuel to nourifh Superftition 
“ and Enthufiafm : Ic is Charity that is the 
“ Life and Spirit of Religion. And itis 
“ obvious to every Man's Obfervation, that 
the charitable Man is much more good 
“ natured and kind than theBigot : The one 
“ is Proud and Rigid; the other is Humble 
* and Courteous #. 


el 


H In another place, the Author expref[es him- 
felf upon the fame Subjett in the following 
Words. “ Charity is the Life of Religion, 
“ the true Vifible Church, the Duty of all 
“* Mankind, and the Effential Office of a 
“ Minifter, without which all his other 
“« Qualities are Drofs. The Firft and only 
‘“« Means to acquire this neceflary Virtue is 
* ¢o fubdue all Paffion. Herein the Excel- 
“ lency of a Minifter of Chrift will appear. 
“ He can then fafely converfe with che 
“ Poor, the Ignorant, and the Humour- 
* fome Man. Thefe are the Sick, who 
*“ moft need a Spiritual Phyfician. This 
* ought to be his daily Bufinefs, and this is 
‘© Work enough: And as of Faith, Hope, 
and Charity , the laft is the greateft ; fo a 
Prieft ought cto be as zealous to do and 
maintain good Works, as to defend the 
“ Doétrines and Rights of the Church, 

“* Tt appears by examining the particular 
* Charities in the feveral Parifhes , that the 
latter Age has been as fruitful in good 
Works as any cf the former. There has 
not been fo many pompous Buildings, 
and extravagant Donations, which are 
** often the Effe€ts of proud and fuperftiri- 
“ ous Minds; but the Modern Charities 
‘tend to the Relief of the Sick and Poor, 

which proceed from an humble and com. 
paflionate Mind. The others go away 
with the loud Applaufe of the World ; 
but thefe are the true Praife-worthy , and 
ought to be encouraged. Some think to 
** go to Heaven by their Zeal for the Faith, 
“* againft the Enemies of it; and another 
** Sort there is who think to work out their 
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10, The tenth Article thews the extent of 
every Parifh , the Nature of the Soil, the 
Brooks and Rivers, dc. 

11. The Eleventh mentions the Names of 
the feveral Hamlets in each Parith,the Num. 
bet of their Families, and their diftance 
from the Church. 

12. Inthe Twelfth the Author gives the 
Number of Houfes, Inhabitants and Freeho!. 
ders. “ This will manifeft ¢ fays he ) that 
“ the Number and Induftry of Inhabitants 
“ will produce Riches more than the Fertis 
* lity of the Soil”. 

13. The next Article contains an Account 
of yearly Births and Burials, according to 
- Duplicates of the late Colle&tors of chat 

aX. 

14. The Fourteenth informs us of the pub. 
lick Taxes, and how they have been altered in 
Method and Proportion. “* Four Means 
** are offered in thefe Papers to make a Cal. 
** culation and Eftimate of a Parifh. Firft, 
* by the Extent of a Parifh in the tenth Ar. 
** ticle : Secondly, by the Number of In- 
“ habitants in the twelfth Article: Thirdly, 
“ by the Births and Burials in the thirteenth 
“ Article - And fourthly, by the Taxes and 
** Payments in this Article ™. 

15. Laftly, the Author mentions the 
Trade, the Bartels, and Curiofities of each 
Place. 

The ancient Records of the Nation, 
lodged in the Tower and elfewhere , have 
been made ufe of in thisWork; the Charters 
of the feveral Corporations are faithfully . 
inferted ; and whatever is to be found relat. 
ing to Glocefterfbire in thofe great Antiquaries 
Camden and Sir Wiliam Dugdale, is here 
tranflated , and offered to the View of the 





‘* Salvation by reading Chapters, hearing 
“‘ Sermons, and finging of Pfalms; but 
“ thefe are not the Works by which Men 
*“ are to be tried at the great Day of Judg- 
“ment, Chapters will not cloath the Ns 
“* ked ; Sermons will not feed the Hungry; 
“ Singing of Pfalms will not refreth the Sick 
“and Weary. Let our Hearts be inclined 
* to keep the new Commandment of out 
* bicfled Saviour, Love one another, and let's 
‘* feel the Effects of it by a fubftantial Cha- 
“rity”. In another place, the Author conte 


plains that Faith, like Pharash’s lean Kine, 
has devoured Charity, 


Reader, 
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Sir Robert Atkyns declares that he 
has compofed this Work with great Impar- 
tiality. He is very particular in defcribing 
every Parifh of Glocefterfhire ; and it were to 
be wifhed we had as-exatt an Account of all 


Reader. 


the Counties in England and Wales. 
follow fome of his Obfervations. 


Here 


1. There were fix mitred Abbots in G/o- 
¢-feerfrire , Vix the Abbots of Glocefler , Ci- 
sencefter, Tewksbury, Winchcomb , Hales, and 
riaxley; three of whom, (Gloceffer, Cirence- 
cay and Winchcomb,) were Peers, and fat in 
che Parliament till the Diffolution of all Mo- 
nafteries. The Author obferves that three 
Peeral Abbots were a great fhare for one 
County, fince there were but twenty five 
Abbots and two Priors in the whole King. 


dom, who held by Baronies. Their Names 
are as follow. 
Glaffmbury. Bardency. 
Canterbury. St. Bennet de Holme. 
Westminfer. Thorney. 
St, Albans. Ramfey, 
St. Edmundsbury. Hide. 
Peterborough, Malmsbury. 
Colchefter. York. 
Evefbam. Seloy. 
Winchcomb. To which muft be 
Croyland. added Taviftock,by 
Battle. Abbey. a particular Pa- 
Reading. tent, fome {mall 
Abington. time before the 
Waltham. Diffolution. 
Shrewsbury. Prior of St. Fobn’s. 
Cirencefter. Prior of Coventry, 
Glocefter. 


The Prior of S#. John’s had the Precedence 
of all Lay-Barons. There were many other 
Monafteries in Glocefterfbire, befides chofe a- 
bove-mentioned. 

2. Our Author having given a fhort Ac- 
count of the Diffolution of Monafteries in 
England, makes this Obfervation upon it. 
*“ Thus a Tyrant Popith King delivered this 
“ Nation from the Tyranny of the Pope, 
"“ and by violent bloody Means caufed good 
‘to {pring out of evil. The Gofpel of 
‘* Peace and Love foon after followed ; and 
“ we now behold the beft eftablifhed Church 
* as ever was, or ever will be upon Earth: 
"A Church rational and decent, pure and 

undefiled ; not fool-coated with gaudy 
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Ceremonies, nor hewildred with extrava- 
gaint Myfteries; but whofe Dilcipline is 
mild and eafy, whofe Do&trine is juft and 
reafonable, and no Service but what is 
* perfect Freedom. 
3 “ The Revenue of the Church € fays 
the Author) did bear a different Pro- 
portion in former Ages from what it doth 
at prefent : For when the Nation, at the 
Norman Conquelt , was divided intd fixty 
thoufund two hundred Knights Fees, 
twenty eight thoufand of chefe did be- 
long to the Clergy #% , befides Tythes, 
Offerings , and other Perquifites. But it 
is alfo to be remarked , that there were 
then in this Land forty five thoufand 
Churches , and fifty two thoufand Cha. 
pels, whereas at prefent the Number of 
Churches and Chapels is about Ten thous 
fand.. In former Ages the fecular Privi. 
leges of the Clergy were too many , and 
their Revenues too great , by which they 
were almoft too powerful for the Pr nce, 
as wellasthe People. But however,'h-y 
ought to have fome Privileges indulged, 
“ fuitable to their CharaGer , and proper 
for their Profeffion and Way of Life. 
Thus,for Inftance,it were to be wifh'd they 
were free from Charges to the Militia, 
and Conftable-rates, and ignominious Pu. 
nifhments, inftead of which they might 
fuffer other feverer Punifhments in the 
higheft Degree: And as for theirRevenues, 
it is reafonable they fhould have them 
eftablifhed , at leaft, in Proportion to the 
other Orders of Men. The Parith Prietts 
ought to have at leaft two, or rather 
three hundred Pounds a Year , that they 
may buy Books , keep Hofpitaliry , pro- 
vide for their Families, live without Sol. 
licitude, and fuftain their Charaéter a. 
mong the People. If every one of them 
‘* had f much, it would be but a julft Re- 
“ tribution for their Studies, Care and 
‘© Pains, and the Charges of their Edueati- 
** on. The dignified Clergy fhould have 
“ more, in Proportion to their feveral Dig. 


ae 





% The Author fays in another Place, that 
there were about an hundred Mannors in the 
Crewn, and about an hundred and forty in 
the Church, and upwards of two hundred in 
the Laity. From whence it appears that the 
Englith Clergy were wally rich in shofe Times, 

n nities 





282 


(< nities. Deans and Archdeacons, methinks, 
 fhould have, at leaft, four or five hundred 
' a Year,to maintain their Jurifdiction over 
“ their Brethren. And who can well go- 
“ vern that have lefs ? The Bifhops, who, 
‘ in our Conftitution , are Lords, fhould 
“ not have lefs thantwo or three thoufand 
‘* Pounds a Year. For who can well pro- 
‘“* eeft that have not fo much ? 

Tht Readers will find in this Work many 
curious Obfervations relating to the ancient 
State of England, and particularly of Glocefter- 
fhire. 
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LETTRES a MonfieurH.... fur 
Y origine des anciens Dieux ou 
Rois d’Egypte, qui expliquent ce 
qui a donné lieu aux fables des 
Dieux de PAntiquite. A Paris, 
chez Pierre Ribou, fur le Quay 
des Auguitins. 1712. 


That is, OBSERVATIONS upon the 
Origin of the Ancient Gods or Kings 
of Egypt : fhewing what was the 
Occafion of the Fables relating to the 
Gods of Antiquity. In two Letters 
te Mr. H.... Paris. 1712. im 
r20. Pagg. 108. 


E % are very much in the dark a- 
bout the manner how the Earth 
was repeopled by the Pofterity of 

Noah; which is the Reafon of the Uncer- 
tainty of many Fads relating to thofe anci- 
ent Times , and among others , of the Hi- 
ftory of Mercurius Trifmegifius , who, in the 
Opinion of feveral Learned Men, did never 
exift. The Author undertakes to clear that 
Hiftory. In order to it, he endeavours to 
remove the Difficulties concerning the Suc- 
ceffion of the firft Kings of &gypr ,. from fe- 
veral Particulars to be found in Hercdotws, 
and Diodorus Siculus; and he has been fo 





% Taken from the Journal) des Scavens. 
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fuccefsful in his Undertaking, that he may 
be faid to give a very probable Accoune of 
the Hiftory of the firft Times, beginning 
with Cham one of Noah's Sons, who ought 
to be look’d upon as the firft Founder of the 
Kingdom of Egypt. The firft Letter thews 
that the Children of Cham, did in all Pro. 
bability very much contribute to repeople 
Africa, and even a great Part of Europe : 
which is confirmed in the fecond Letter. 
The Author having laid down the Order 
and Succeffion of the firft Gods , or Kings 
of Egypt, enquires into the time when Me. 
curius Trifmegifius lived. He obferves that 
this Mercury muft have been the Son of Chiy, 
whom he calls fupiter before, and Grandfon 
of Cham, whom he takes to be Saturn. He 
fays that Mercury himfelf confirms this Op}. 
nion in his Book, entituled Timander, where 
he tells us, that Coelus and Saturn were his 
Anceftors ; for Noah is the fame with Coelus. 
It appears from the Order of the Planets 
that Mercury was younger than Mars and 4. 
pollo, whofe eldeft Brother was Offris , fince 
Ofiru reigned after Chus their common Fi. 
ther. Mercury was bred up by his Grandfa- 
ther, who taught him the Belief of one God, 
together with the Arts and Sciences. He 
was endowed with fo great a Knowledge, 
that all Learned Men among all Nations 
made it their Bufinefs to find out fome Re- 
mains of the Learning, which he had com- 
municated to his Ditciples, becaufe the 
Books written by him have been loft, and 
becaufe the Hierogly phick CharaGers which 
he made ufe of only to write upon the Sci- 
ences, are fo obfcure, that we cannot under. 
ftand thofe which are engraved upon the 
Columns, Obelisks, and Pyramids that re- 
main to this day. Cham or Satarn, who had 
bred up Mercury , made him afterwards his 
Minifter , to eafe himfelf in the Govern- 
ment of his People. That Minifter exer- 
cifed the fame Fun&tion under the Reign of 
Ofiris and Ifis ; which occafioned his being 
call’d the Interpreter of the Gods; a Name 
which the Greeks rendred Hermes , to which 
they added that of Trifmegiftus, to denote 
his deep Knowledge in Metaphyficks , Phy- 
ficks, and Morals, which are the three Parts 
of Philofophy. After the deceafe of his 
Grandfather he went to his Brother Apolo, 
Surnamed the Sun, who made his ufual Refi- 
dence in the City of Heliopelw , which he 
had built. pole was a peaceable _— 
an 
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-_ er Architecture , Painting , Poetry , 
Mufick, and Phyfick. He is faid to have 
cavented the Lyre , as Mercury is accounted 
che Inventer of the Violin, to which he on- 
ly put three Scrings, becaufe there were but 
three Parts of Mufick known at that time. 
Tho Mercary was obliged to lay afide his Stus 
dies for fome time , in order to refcue Js 
from the Perfecution and Revolt of Argws ; 
yet he had leifure enough to write the 

reateft Part of his Books relating to Learn- 
ing. That great Man was born with a hap- 
py Talent for Eloquence, and was made the 


God of it, becaute he laid down Rules to’ 


fpeak and to exprefs onefelf nobly. Plato 
reprefents him as the Inventer of Arithme- 
tick, Aftrology, and Geometry. He care- 
fully applied himfelf to the Government of 
the State, after the Death of Offris , becaufe 
1s; confulted him upon all Occafions : It 
was then that he colle&ed into one Body 
the Ufages, Cuftoms, and Laws of Egypt: 
Befides, he made new Regulations in order 
to promote the Happinefs of the People. 
Not contented to make Laws forthe Living, 
he made fome for the Dead, and ordered 
that no Man fhould be buried , without en- 
quiring whether he was worthy of it by a 
virtuous Life, and a religious Obfervation 
of the Laws. To enforce the Execution of 
that Law, Mercury himfelf was prefent at 
thofe Enquiries; and when a dead Man de- 
ferved to be buried, he ordered his Body to 
be carried beyond Acheron and Cocytus ; 
which gave Occafion to fay, That he 
carried the dead tothe ElyZan Fields. - Being 
High Prieft he inftitured the pompous Ce. 
remonies that were obferved in Sacrifices ; 
but becaute he acknowledged but one God, 
he took care that every Part of Religion 
fhould have in it fome Symbols of the 
true Deity. He left his Dignity of High- 
Prieft to his Son Tat or Totius , whom he 
carefully inftru&ted in the Belief of one 
God, as it appears from his Zimander. Some 
Learned Men affirm that Mercury was alfo 
the Inventer of the Art of Writing ; but 
our Author fays that Opinion feems to have 
been occafioned by this,v‘z. that Mercury be- 
ing willing to conceal from all other Men 
the Principles of the Sciences , which he 
had communicated to his Difciples, invented 
the Charaéters call’d Hieroglyphick , that 
were only known to his Followers,and made 


reat Lover of the Sciences, particu.» 
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ufe of them to write his Books: For ’tis 
certain, fays the Author , that there were 
other Chara&ters, which every body ufed in 
his private Affairs. The Knowledge of 
Hieroglyphicks was lof when the Priefts 
came to fail, becaufe they kept it to them- 
felves. Mercury is faid to have writ thirty 
or forty fix thoufand Volumes ; which feems 
to be a fabulous Story ; and yet there is no- 
thing in it that is furprifing , as the Author 
explains it.We muft confider,fays he,that the 
Art of binding Books was unknown in thofe’ 
Times ; and that a Piece defigned for thePub- 
lick was written uponLeaves,that were rolled 
up, and therefore call’d Valumes : Which be- 
ing fo, it can be no wonder that Mercury 
fhould have writ thirty fix thoufand Pages, 
each of which contained only a very {mall 
Tra&t, or at moft a Chapter belonging to 
the Matter treated of by him. Of fo many 
Works there are but cwo fmall Treatifles 
extant ; the oneentituled, Tabula Smaragdi- 
na , perhaps fo call’d becaufe fomebody got 
it engraved upon an Emerald. The Chy- 
mifts fancy that this Tadle contains only the 
Secret of the Philofophers Stone ; but ic 
were an eafy thing to thew , faysthe Au- 
thor , that che Philofophical Principle men- 
tioned in it may be applied to many diffe. 
rent Subje&ts. The other Book of Merenry 
is his Timander, confilting of fourteen Chap- 
ters, wherein he treats of the Structure of 
the World, of the Elements, of the Revoe 
lution of the celeftial Bodies, of Motion, 
Place, Vacuum, and efpecially of God. 
After thofe Remarks, our Author obferves 
that Mercury died in all Probability before 
Queen Jfs , and chat fhe caufed the City of 
Hermopols to be built in Honour of chat 
great Man, near the Place where the Inha- 
birants of Memphis had their Sepulchres, and 
where Mummies are look’d for to this very 
Day ; for, fays the Author , if Mercury had 
been the Founder of that City , as fome be» 
lieve, he would have fettled there his Aca- 
demy for ever; whereas it continued to 


flourifh in the City of Hel/opols, built by 


his Brother Apoile, The Author adds thac 
he does not find any Worhhip eftablithed in 
Egypt in Honour of Mercurius Trifmegiftus 5 


_and he fays that perhaps this great Man for- 


bad it, being perfuaded that none but the 
true God ought co be worfhipp'd. Howe- 
ver it muft be confeft that the fbn’s, and” 
thofe black Storks which devour Serpents, 

Na 2 were 
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were confecrated to Mercury , becaufe he or- 
dered that they Should not be kill’d nor 
hart. 

We cannot give an Account of all] the 
other Remarks of the Author : The Curious 
may confult the Book it felf, where rhey 
will find feveral ufeful Obdfervations upon 
the firft Gods or Kings of Egypt. This Sub- 
je& was never before fo well cleared, as it 
isin thefe five Letters. 





VI. 


OBSERVATIONES Seleé&z in va- 
ria loca Novi Teftamenti, five 
LAUR. RAMIRESII DE PRA- 
DO Pentecontarchus, A L E X. 
MORI in Novum Feedus Notz, 
& PETRI POSSINI S. J. Spici- 
legium Evangelicum, cum Tabu- 
lis eneis, & premiffla Prefatione 
JO. ALBERTI FABRICII, SS. 
Theol. D. & Prof. Publ. Ham- 
burgi, Sumptu Chriftiani Liebe- 
zeit, MDCCXIL 


That is, SELECT OBSERVATIONS 
upon the New Tejtament by L.A U- 
RENCE RAMIREZ DE PRA- 
DO, ALEXANDER MORUS, 
and PETER POSSINUS a Fe- 
(uit. Reprinted under the Direction 
of JOHN ALBERT FABRI- 
CIUS, D.D. Hamburg. 1712. 


In 8VO. pagg. 284. 220. and 178, 


R. Fabricius informs us, that he defigns 

to publifh feveral Notes and Obferva- 

tions of his own upon the New Teftament ; 
and that he has been about that Work thefe 
many Years. Inthe mean time, he thinks 
fit to reprint fome fearce and valuable Au- 
thors, (not to be found among the Great Cris 
ticks t) who have writ upon that SacredBook, 





+ Dr. Fabricius is of Opimion that one might 
make @ Sccond Collettion, as large and perbaps 
we left valuable than that of the Great Criticks, 
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efpecially thofe who have illuftrated ic with 
Obfervations taken from Greek and Larix 
Writers. He has already given us a new 
Edition of Colomefius’s Obfervationes Sacra tee 
printed with his other Works; and now he 
prefents the Publick with a new Impreffion 
of the Annotations of Three other Authors, 
Viz. Ramirez de Prado, Alexander Morus, and 
Peter Pofinus (in French Poffnes.) 


I. Ramirez de Prado was a Spanish Civilian, 
Eminent for his Learning: His Merit pro. 
cured him feveral confiderable Employ. 
ments. He publifhed, among other Works, 
a Book entituled Peurecontarchus, five quin. 
quagints Militum Dufor. That Book confifts 
of Fifty Chapters , wherein the Author exe 
plains and illuftrates many Paflages of Sacred 
and Protane Writers. Ic has been reprinted 
here from the Antwerp-Edition 1612. in 4te, 
Ramirez de Prade died in an old Age the 22d 
of Ofoeber 1658. His Pentecontarchus was 
grown very fcarce, and deferves to be read 


by thofe who love Critical and Philological 
Learning. 


II. The Notes of Alexander Morus upon 
feveral Paflages of the New Teftament are 
more generally known thanthofe of Ramirez 
de Prad». ‘They have been reprinted here 
from the Peris Edition 1668. Mr. Morus 
was born at Caftres in the Year 16:6. and 
died at Parisin 1670. Dr. Fabricius obferves, 
that Mr. Bayle in his Diftionary, and Mr. Tes 
land in his Life of Milton, are not very fa 
vourable to Mr. Morus: He has a better Opi- 
nion of that Divine from his Laff Words 


written at Peris in 1670. and priated at Ge- 
neva in 1681. 


TIT. Pofinus publithed feveral ancient Greek 
Writers, never before printed: He alfo 
tranflated and illuftrated others with Notes. 
In the Year 1673. he put out at Rome a Cate 
na Gracorum Patrum upon St. Mark’s Gofpel, 
with a Latin Tranflation of his own. He 
inferted at the End of it a Spicileginm Evan- 
gelicum, confifting of feveral Obfervations 
upon Sele& Paffages of the Four Gofpels. 
‘That Catena being very fcarce, Dr. Fabricint 
has thought fit to reprint thofe Obfervations. 
He reckons Father Pofinus among the moft 
Learned Men of bis Society. That Jefuit 


was born at Narbonne, and died at Towlonfe in 
the Year 1686, at 77 Years of Age. ome 
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his Notes upon the Gofpels will not be 
wert to the Readers, I mutt ob- 
ferve, that there is at the End of thofe An- 
notations a Greek Piece of Nicolaus Smyrneus 
concerning the manner of calculating with 
the Fingers, Tleei duxnmaine merps.  Poffinus 
found that Piece in the Library of Charles de 
Montchal Archbidhop of Toulouse: Ic is illa- 
{trated with Learned Notes by an Author 
unknown to that Jefuic. 

To conclude this Article, I fhall give a 
Specimen of Father Pofines’s Annotations 
upon the Four Gofpels. He obferves upon 
the Word Gcebenna, that there is hardly any 
Mention made in the Old Teftament of an 
Everlafting Fire defigned for the Punifhment 
of wicked Men after this Life. ‘There was 
enly a dark Tradition about it, (fays he), 
and fome obfcure Paffages in the Prophetical 
Books feem to look that way. Tho we read 
Mat. XXV. 41. That an Everlafting Fire 
was prepared for the Devil and his Angels ; 
yet the Book of Genefis, wherein the Origin 
of the World is defcribed ex profeffo, fays 
nothing of that Fire, and is wholly filenc 
about Hell. Which perhaps moved the 
Rabbins {a trifling Sort of Men ) to reckon 
that Everlafting Fire among thofe things 
that were created before the World. The 
jews had hardly any Notion of fuch a Fire, 
becaufe they did not find it exprefly menti- 
oned in their Books. And therefore cum 
ten pus fuit difertius tradendi res feculi futuri, 
fuit erxeogitandum ignote antea rei movum no. 
men & ; whenthe Time came (fays he) that 
the Things relating to the future Age were 
to be more plainly delivered, there was a 
Neceffiry to find out a new Word for a 
thing which had been anknown tillthen. A 
Valley { continues the Author ) in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Ferufalem, where Children were 
burnt in Honour of Moloch, afforded the 
Name which the Jews wanted to exprefs 
Hell-fire. That Valley was call'd Ge bin- 
nom, from whence comes the Word Gehenna 
frequently ufed in the Gofpel. 


AON ao AECL SO NRE IN NRA RRR SE 


% ‘Tis plain that Father Poflines did not 
believe the Ancient Jews had any Notion of au 
Everlafting Fire. He exprefes bimfelf cautiou/ly ; 
but at laft he cells us, that Fire was ves antea 


Ignota, a thing altogether unknown so the Anci- 
ent Jewith Church. 
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APOLOGIE pour les Grands 
. Hommes foupconnez de Magie. 
Par G. NAUDE Parifien. Der- 
nicre Edition ot l’on a ajouté 
quelques Remarques. A Am- 
{terdam, chez Jean Frederic Ber- 
nard. MDCCXIL, 


That is, AN APOLOGY for thofe 
Great Men, who have been {ufpefted. 
of Magick. By GABRIEL 
NAUDE. A mew Edition, to 
which forme Remarks have been ad- 
ded. Amfterdam. 1712. ‘In 8vo. 
pagg. 470. Sold by J. Moetjens 
and M. C, Le Cene ix the Strand. 


|N the dark Ages of the Church, in thofe 

Ages that brought forth Tranfubftantiati~ 
ation, and other monftrous Do&trines, thofe 
who diftinguifhed themfelves by fome Learn- 
ing were accounted Hereticks; and whoever 
hed fome Knowledge of Mathematicks and 


other uncommon Sciences, was fufpe&ted 


of Magick. Hence it is that we find in the 
Whiters of thofe Times fo many extrava~ 
gant Stories concerning feveral Men of 
Learning. The Ancients were not {pared: 
Virgil, toc Inftance, was Jook’d upon. as a 
Magician of the Firft Clafs; and weare 
told that a Roman Curtezan penn'd up that 
Poet into a Chelt, and then hung him up in 
the Middle of a Tower. Whereupon /ir. 
gil, in order to revenge himfelf, put out by 
virtue of his Magical Art all the Fire thar 
was in Rome, and contrived the Matter fo, 
that no Fire could be had, without fetching 
it from the fecret Parts of the malicious 
Curtezan : that Fire could not be commu- 
nicated ; and therefore every body was obli-« 
ged to vific that Woman. 


Que dirons nous du bon homme Virgile, 
Que tu pendis fi vray que betes mt 
Dans ta corbeille jadis en ra feneftre, 


Danc tant marry fut qu'eftoit poflible efbre? 
Ala 
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A lui qui eftoit homme de grand honneur, 
Ne fis tu pas un tres grand defhonneur ° 
Helas fi fait! car c’eftoit dedans Rome, 
Que Ji pendu, demeura le pauvre homme, 
Varta cautelle & ta deception, 

Un jour qu’on fit groffe proceffion, 

Parmi Ja ville, donc audit perfonnage 

Qui nef’en rit, ne fut eftimé lage %. 


Gabriel Naude confutes thofe Fooleries 
with no lefs Gravity than Learning. His 
Book is certainly worth reading : However 
it does not appear to me Curious enough to 
give a large Account of it; and therefore 
(for che fake of thofe who have not read that 
Work ) I thall only fet down the Names of 
thofe Great Men, whom the Author under- 
takes toclear from Magick 

Thofe Great Men are , Zoroafter, Orpheus, 
Pythagoras, Nama Pompilius, Democritus, Em- 
pedocles, Apollonius Socrates, Aviftotle , Pl.ti- 
nui, Porphyry, Jamblichus, Chicus, Julius Ce 
far Scaliger , Cardan, Alchindus, Geber, Arte 
phius, Thebit, An{elmus Parmenfis, Raymondus 
Lullius, Arnaldus Vilanovanus, Petrus ab Apo- 
0. Paracel{us, Henry Cornelius Agrippa, Mr- 
lin, Savonarvla, Noftradamus, Thomas Aquinas, 
Roger Bacon, Bungey, Michael Scotus, Joannes 
Picus, Trithemius , Robertus Linceolnenfis, Al- 
bertus Magnus, Pope Sylvefter If Pope Grego- 
ry VIL. Fofeph, Solomon, the Wifemen who 
came from the Eft ta worfhip Jefus Chrift, 
and Virgil 





VIL, 
G.G. L. ‘OBSERVATIO , quod 


Kationes five proportiones non 
habeanct locum circa quantitates 
nihilo minores ; & de vero fenfu 
Methodi infinitefimalis. 

Cc; U M olim Parifiis Vir fummus Anto- 


nius Arnaldus fua nova Geometriz 

Elementa mecum communicaret, at- 
que in iifdem admicari fe ceftatus fuifler, 
quo modo poffet efle 1 ad —1 , ut —1 ad 
1; que res probari videtur ex eo, quod pro- 
ductum eft idem fub extremis, quod fub 
mediis, cum utrobique prodeat +1; jam- 
tum dixi mihi videri, veras illas rationes non 


——-—— 





% Gratian du Pont, Conrroverfes du Sexe 
Feminin © Mafculin, Touloule 1534. 
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effe in quibus quantitas nihilo minor eft gn. 
tecedens vel confequens; etfi in calculo 
hac, ut alia imaginaria , tuto & utiliter ad. 
hibeantur. Et lane identitatis rationum ve. 
rarum fundamentum eft rerum fimilitudo 

que facit, exemplicaufa, ut-fegmentis fimi- 
libus diverforum circulorum aflumtis , fic 
ubique eadem ratio chorde ad radium, fey 
ut chorda minoris fe habeat ed radium mi. 
noris, ut chorda majoris ad radium majoris, 
Sed vero nulla plane apparet fimilitudo jn 
fupra dicta Analogia ; fi enim—z eft minus 
nihilo, utique 1 ad—1t, erit ratio majoris ad 
minus. Sed verocontra ratio—1s ad 1 eft ratio 
minoris ad majus. Quomodo ergo utrobique 
eadem ratio erit ? Sed rationesiftas effe imagis 
narias etiam alio certiflimo argumento com- 
probabo,fcilicet 4 Logarithmis. Nempe ratio 
cui nullus datur refpondens Logarithmus, 
ratio vera non elt. Porro pofito unitatis Lo- 
garithmum efile 0, rationis —1 adi , idem 
eft Logarithmus qui ipfius —1. At ipfius 
—1 non datur Logarithmus. Non enim eft 
pofitivus , nam talis omnis eft Logarithmus 
numeri pofitivi unitate majoris. Sed tamen 
etiam non eft negativus ; quia talis omnis 
eft Logarithmus numeri poiitivi unitate mié 
noris, Ergo Logarithmus ipfius —1 cum 
nec pofitivus fit, nec negativus, fupereft ut 
fic non verus fed imeginarius, Itaque & ra- 
tio cui ref{pondet, non vera fed imaginaria exit, 
Idem etiam fic probo: fi daretur verus Los 
garithmus ipfius —1 , feu rationis —1 ad 1, 
ejus Logarithmi dimidium foret Logarith. 
musipfius Rad.—1, fed Rad —1 eft quanti- 
tasimaginaria. Itaque darecur Logarithmus 
verus imaginarie , quod eft abfurdum, Et 
proinde non nihil humani paffus eft infignis 
in paucis Geometra Johannes Wallifius, cum 
dixiflet rationem 1 ad —1: effe plus quam 
infinitam ; & rette hoc (etfi aliis confidera- . 
tionibus) celeberrimus Varignonius rejicit. 
Interim nolim cum ipfo negare —1 efle 
quantitatem nihilo minorem ; modo id fa 
no fenfu intelligatur. Tales enuntiationes 
funt toleranter vera, Ut ego cum fummo Vi- 
10 Joachimo Jungio loqui foleo ; Galli appel- 
larent paffables. Rigorem quidem non fufti- 
nent, habent tamen ufum magnum in calcu- 
Jando & ad artem invenierdi univerfalefque 
conceptus Valent. ‘Talis fuit locutio Eucli- 


dis,cum Angulum Conta&tus dixit effe refti- 
lineo quovis minorem ; tales funt multe Ge- 
ometrarum alie, in quibus eft figuratum 
quodammodo & crypticum disendi oo 

unt 
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Sunt tamen quidam, ut fic dicam, telerabili- 


tatis gradus. Porro ut nego, rationem, cu- 
jus terminus fit quantitas nihilo minor, eile 
realem ; ita etiam nego, proprie dari nume- 
rum infinitum vel infinite parvum, lincam- 
ve infinitam , vel infinite parvam. Etfi Eu- 
clides fwpe, fed fano fenfu, de linea inftnira 
joquatur. J#fmitum continuum vel difcre- 
tum, proprie nec unum, nec totum’, nec 
quantum eft ; ctfi analogia quadam pro tali 
, nobis adhibeatur; uct verbo dicam, eft 
modus loquendi. Cum feilicer plura ad- 
funt, quam ullo numero comprehendi pof- 
funt, numerum tamen illis rebus ateribuimus 
analogice, quem infinitum appellamus. Ita- 
gue jam olim judicavi, cum infinite par- 
vum efle errorem dicimus , intelligi dato 
quovis minorem , revera nullum Fe 
cum ordinarium & infinitum & infinities 
infinitum conferimus; perinde effe ac fi 
conferremus afcendendo diametrum pulvif- 
culi, diametrum terre & diametrum orbis 
fixarum, aut his quantumvis ( per gradus) 
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majora minoraque, eodemque fenfu defcen. 
dendo diametrum orbis fixarum, diametrum 
terre & diametrum pulvifculi poffe compa- 
rari ordinario, infinite parvo, & infinities 
infinite parvo, fed ita ut quodvis horum in 
fuo genere, quantumvis majus aut minus 
concipi poffe intelligatur. Cum vero faleu 
ad ultimum fatto ipfum infinitum aut inf. 
nite parvum dicimus , commoditati expre{- 
fionis feu breviloquio mentali infervimus, 
fed non nifi toleranter vera loquimur, que 
explicatione rigidentur. Atque hec etiam 
mea fententia eft de areis illis Hyperboli- 
formium Afymptoticis, que infinite infini- 
tiefque infinite efle dicuntur , id eft , talia 
rigorofe loquendo vera non effe poffe , ta- 
men fane aliquo fenfu tolerari. Atque hac 
tum ad terminandas Virorum Clarifimorum 
Varignonii & Grandii controverfias , tum 
ad precavendos chimericos quofdam con- 
ceptus, tum denique ad elidendas oppofitia- 
nes contra methodum infinite fimilem, prodefle 
poffunt. 








FLORENCE. 


R. Salvini, Profeffor of the Greek 

4 Tongue, has publifhed a Hundred 

Academical Difcourfes upon many Subje&s, 
that are both ufeful and entertaining. 


Difcorfi Academici di Anton. Maria Salvini , 
Gentilbuomo Fierentino, Lettore di Lettere Greche 
nello fludio di Firenze é Academico della Crufca , 
fopra alcunéi dubbi propofti nell Academia degli 
Apatifti, In Firenae. v7 12. in 4to. page 536. 


Inthe Second Difcourfe, Mr. Salvini ex- 
amines this Queftion, Whether the Tufcan 
Language is more indebted to Dantes, than to 
Petrarch. He obferves, in the firft place, 
that when the Gothr'and other barbarous Na- 
tions invaded the Remen Empire, the La- 
tin Language was transformed into a Jargon, 
that went by the Name of Roman. It wasa 
grofs Mixture of different Idioms, which 
in Procefs of Time happened to be divided 
ato Three Languages, viz Spanifb, French, 
and Italian. Thofe Languages had quickly 
different Characters , according to the diffe- 
rent Temper of thofe who {poke them. 


————— 


The Spanifh appeared Lofty and Majeftick; 
the French, Noble and Delicate; and the 
Italian kept a Medium, But thofe Langua- 
ges had not fora long time the Perfection 
neceflary for Compofures: And therefore 
they were only ufed in the common Con- 
cerns of Life; and every thing, defigned 
for Pofterity, was written in Latin. The 
Firft Books that came out in Roman, were 
fabulous, and contained the Noble Deeds 
and the Amourous Intrignes of Heroes. 
The People were wonderfully pleafed with 
thofe Performances, tho written in Profe ;. 
bus they admired them much more, when 
they appeared in Rhymes. *Tis not unlikely 
thic the Latin Verfes, call’d Leonie, occafi-« 
oned this new way of verfifying. Provence, 
Sicily, and Italy, produced a Multicude of 
Authors who writ Love-Songs. Dantes was 
the Firft who betook himfelf to a more fe- 
rious Exercife. He made bold: to reprefent 
the whole Univerfe in a fingle Poem, and 
immortalized his Name by that Glorious 
Undertaking. Mr, Salvini commends that 
Work, and the Songs and Sonnets of that 
Poet. He afcribes to hima natural Sweet. 


nefs and Majefty, a Propriety of Exprefiion, 
and a Force, that could not be equalled by, 
others, 
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others. The Italian Tongue, which till 
then had only brought forth Songs, was en- 
abled to exprefs the Sublimeft Parts of the 
Sciences. That Language is very much in- 
debted to Petrarch, fays the Author: Bue 
Petrarch difcourfed only of his Amours ; and 
they are che only Subje& wherein he may 
ferve as a Model. Befides, he only fung 
Luwra for his Diverfion : The Italian Tongue 
was not his chief Study ; and he wric his 
beft Books in Latin. His Difciple teccacio 
followed his Steps: He compofed ferious 
Books in Latin; and what he publifhed in 
Italian, was only an Amufement. ‘Tis ob- 
fervable that both of them had a better Suc- 
cefs in their wanton Compofures, than in 
thofe by which they expected to acquire a 
great Reputation: Their Italian Works 
have always been, and will always be prefer- 
red to the Latin. As for the Italian Tongue, 
Dantes was their Mafter; and there are ma- 
ny Beauties in their Writings, which they 
took from that great Man. At the End of 
this Difcourfe, Mr. Salvini poficively affirms 
that the Tufcan Language is more beholden 
to that Poet, who has nobly treated all Sorts 
of Subjeéts, than to Petrarch, who was only 
taken up with his Amours. 


In another Difcourfe, the Author under. 
takes to refolve this Queftion, Whether the 
Italian Tongue is more indebted to its Three 
Mafters , than to Bembo, who brought it under 
Rules. Thofe Three Maflers are Dantes , 
Petrarch, and Boccacio. Me. Salvini beftows 
the higheft Encomiums upon them, as being 
the Founders of that Language; and at the 
fame time he extols Bembo, and gives him 
the Title of Refforer. Afterwards he affirms, 
that the Jtalians are more beholden to them 
than to Bembo. In Languages, as well as in 
all other Things, the main Point is to in- 
vent. “ We ought, fays he, to efteem 
‘“* Bembo; but our Veneration is due to 
“them. They were the Parents of a beau- 
tiful Maid: Bembo was only her Fofter- 
“ Father. Let us praife Bembo as a Hero ; 


* but let us refpe& them asthe Gods of our 
*“* Language. 
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HELMST AD. 


VW E read in Genefis XXIV. 23. 4nd a. 
brabam fad unto his eldeft fervan: of 
his Houfe, that ruled over al tha: he had, Pup 
I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh: and I wit 
make thee {wear by the Lord, &c. Again, we 
read.in the fame Book, Chap XLVII. v. 29 
And the time'decw nigh that Ifrael muft dic 
and he called his fon Fofeph, and [aid unte his. 
If now I have found grace im thy fight , put, j 
pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, and deal 
truly and kindly with me; bury me not, ] pray 
thee, in Egypt. 
fe is the common Opinion of Interpre. 
ters, that the Ancient Hebrews put their 
Hand uuder the Thigh of a Man, when they 
made him a Promife upon Oath. Mr. pox 
der Hards denies it : Such a Cuftom appears 
co him unreafonable, and contrary to Mo. 
defty. He confutes the common Opinion, 
and fhews that the ignorant Fews are the Aus 
thors of ic. He believes the Ancients did 
not {wear by the Thigh, but by the Hand 
or the Wrift,and undertakes to prove it from 
the proper Signification of the Hebrew Word. 
He alfo proves that it was a general Cuftom 
all over the World to {wear by the Hand, 
and quotes fome Paflages out of Homer and 
Euftathius, to fhew that the Ancients ufed to 
{wear by the Wrift. Laftly, he confirms his 
Explication by the Arabick Tranflation, and 
by thofe Paflages in the Old Teftamenr, 
where God is reprefented {wearing by his 
Hand and his ftrong Arm. The Differtati- 
on of Mr. Von der Hardt % upon this Sub. 
je& is entituled ; 


Hermauni Von der Hardt, Prof, Publ. & Pra- 
pef. Mariab. de Furamento per Dextre Carpum 


Commentatio, Helmftadii. ’ Tis a {mall Pamph- 
let in 4f0. 





% Mr. Von der Hardt ws accounted the Au- 
thor of the Differtation upon Samfen's Foxes 
inferted in the Ift Volume of thefe Memoirs. 
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